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MEET DEBBIE LLEWELLYN

Now it is time for the “changing of the guard”. Every two years our organiza-
tion goes through the passing of the baton from the leadership of the past
two years to our new group of hardy and dedicated individuals. Our Area
gains stability from our practice of electing our Chairs for a 6 year stint; two
years /earning the job as Chair-Elect, two years doing the job as Chair, then
two more years /ending experience and leadership as Past Chair. The new
leaders come on board with new ideas and vigor. This keeps the Area grow-
ing and vital.

With this in mind, I would like to tell you about Debbie Llewellyn, our new
Area VIII Chair. Debbie is from Brookfield, Illinois. She has been playing
bells for twelve years as a member of the Carillon Handbell Choir at the First
Congregational Church of LaGrange, Illinois. Debbie and her husband, Kent,
have two children, Sarah and Tyler. Debbie has been a Girl Scout leader and
assistant director of the children’s handbell choir at her church. She loves to
travel and has had the opportunity to ring in many European cities and most
recently in Havana, Cuba. When she’s not ringing, Debbie enjoys reading,
scrap-booking, cross-stitching and sewing. Debbie has a background in
banking and ten years of general office work. She served as Area VIII Treas-
urer before her election to the position of Chair-Elect. Please give her a warm
welcome to the office of Chair. She is a personable, fun loving and hard
working person. I have every confidence in her abilities as our new Chair.

I will step down as Area VIII Chair on October 1, 2006. It has been my
pleasure to serve as your Chair-Elect and Area VIII Chair. I have worked
with an incredible Executive Board and fantastic State Chairs. I must also
thank my husband, Don, for all his support and help through these years.
His creative efforts and design work was evident with the conference booklet
for Council Bluffs. I look forward to further service as Past Chair, helping
with the Young Ringers Conference, Directors’ Seminar and the 2008 Area
VIII Conference in Peoria, Illinois. Thank you for your support, help and kind
comments. I appreciate all of you.

Marilyn Droke ~ Area VIII Chalr
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Renee Simpson hails from Lake in the Hills, which is 45 miles northwest of
Chicago. She met her husband on the Internet and has two cats; Squeak who
is all white with a gray toupee and Moses who is all black. After receiving her
B.A. in music business from Otterbein College she took a job at a church plant
and continued to work on her Master of Church Music, which she received from
Concordia University in Wisconsin. Renee is currently employed at Carmel
Catholic High School in Mundelein, where she loves the kids and teaches some
“really cool classes” but dislikes getting up at o’dark hundred to commute an
hour to the school and be alert for rehearsals by 7:00a.

Her ringing career began during her senior year in college and since then she
has rung with a community group in Akron, OH, Exaltation! in Crystal Lake, IL
and after subbing for two years with The Agape Ringers became a full member
from 2000-2006.

Her favorite composer in the handbell industry is Arnold Sherman because of
his great melodies and harmonies. She says you can tell who Arnold’s most
frequent guest is because some of his pieces emulate those that he has
recently spent time with like Hart Morris or Bill Payn. Mr. Sherman can be
rhythmic or contemporary sounding, but his music is always musical and fun.

David L. Weck is much admired by her for his conducting style. She says “He
is so expressive and wears his emotions on his sleeve. He never gets upset
(ha ha), and always gets the work done.”

Renee’s goals for the state of Illinois are to remain very active and try some
new events while resurrecting some past events. She would like to get more
people to join the Guild and get more events to areas outside of Chicagoland.

When asked if she would be buying a van now that she is State Chair, she
laughed and said, “I'm trying to talk my handsome husband into it, but not
sure it will work in the budget quite yet.”

KC Congdon ~ Illinois State Chair

A special THANK YOU goes to the Illinois State Committee for all their endless
hours of volunteering: Gary for keeping our website up and running; Anna
for making all our participants happy by supplying snacks and coffee; Sharon
for making sure we collect our correct fees and pay our bills on time; Beth for
doing research on past and future events; Debi for working with Handbell
Services so that we are able to provide bell knick-knacks at our events.

I couldn’t have done it without you all. I appreciate you getting me up early
so that I'm on time to all those events that start before my internal clock
starts. It's been fun.

I also want to thank Renee for taking the torch. Good Luck in the future!
KC Congdon ~ Outgoing State Chair|
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lowA MEET KATHRYN JAEGER
STATE
COMMITTEE It is my pleasure to turn the reins of Iowa's AGEHR leadership over to Kathryn
Jaeger, a native of Eastern Iowa. I have known Kathryn the past 4 years or so
Chair and I know she will do an excellent job as Iowa chair.
Kathryn Jaeger Kathryn currently lives in Clinton, with her husband and three children. She
1720 N 3rd St

Clinton, TA 52732
563.242.0416

has been ringing for 15 years and directing bell choirs for 8 years. She learned
the art of handbell ringing from Carolyn Sternowski (Iowa’s Past Chair), at St.

Jkjdjaeger@juno.com Joseph Catholic Church in Marion, Iowa. She continued ringing under Linda
Past Chair Schmidt, at Zion Lutheran Church in Clinton, where she also began directing
Chris Peck two children's choirs, a youth choir, and the adult choir. Currently, she directs

Iowabells@hotmail.com
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the intergenerational handbell choir at Chancy Lutheran Church in Clinton.

When she's not with her bell choirs or spending time with her family, Kathryn
enjoys the general outdoors, specifically boating on the mighty Mississippi.

As Chairperson, Kathryn hopes to reach out to all handbell groups throughout
Iowa and increase participation at ITowa AGEHR events. Anyone who is willing
to host an event just needs to give Kathryn or anyone on the Iowa Committee
a “jingle”.

Kathryn looks forward to meeting as many bells ringers as she can throughout
the state of Iowa.

Chris Peck ~ Towa Chalr

www.agehr-ia.org/

Remember that the lowa
Committee has 3 octaves
of tone chimes that can
be lent out in lowa for use
in schools or churches.
You do not have to be an
AGEHR member to bor-
row them, so let us know
if you know of anyone
who might be interested.

RINGINI I P ANOTHER STORM 2006
“Where have all the ringers gone™
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KANSAS MEET JUDY SCHARMANN
STATE
COMMITTEE Daaaaa, da da da da da Daaaahhhh!
Chair (Clearly I am not a trumpet playerCkould you tell by my embouchure[II'!)
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Past Chair
Marilyn Lake
Lltngldr@ke.rr.com

Treasurer
Karen Blakeslee

Kblakesl@oznet.ksu.edu
Chimes
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Brenda Heard
Brenda@ehumc.org

Website

home.kc.rr.com/
kansasareal |

Let me introduce the new and up-coming Kansas Chair: Judy Scharmann
She has been on the Kansas Ringing Team for the past [lyears, has hosted
and organized workshops, and has been a great support to lean on! I had the
opportunity to interview Judy a few weeks ago and this is how she describes
her life and her love of handbells:

I live in Manhattan, KS, moved here in 1[8[] Grew up in Belton, MO. Went to
Northeast Missouri State University (now Truman State) earning my B.M.E.
and B.M. in clarinet performance.

In 1[12, I began directing handbells at the First United Methodist Church in
Manhattan. I took over for the retiring Joan Shull. This was my first directing
job. I had only rung for a semester. My ringers taught me everything about
handbells.  And, of course, I learned by attending classes at AGEHR
conferences. I began directing 2 choirs: Rhapsody Ringers and Allegro
Ringers. In 1[17, I formed another adult choir: Spirit Ringers. Then in 2004,
I began directing Chapel Chimes, the children’s bell choir and Jubilation
Ringers, the youth bell choir. So, today I direct 5 choirs. In 2005, I passed
the Level I Director’s Certification through AGEHR. My church job is my only
Jjob.

I am married to Larry. Just celebrated our 22nd year. Larry is Chair of
Secondary Education at Kansas State University. We have 2 children: Amy,
107 will be a freshman at K-State in the fall and Bobby, 17, will be a junior at
Manhattan High School.

I love handbells because we, as a bell choir, are part of something that is
good. We are part of the larger picture, yet without any one of us, it doesn't
work. We are dependant on each other. That creates a bond, a closeness
that is unique to handbells. We encourage each other because the absence of
one means it doesn't work. We build each other up because it is to the benefit
of the entire group. We go the extra mile, not only for ourselves, but for each
member of the group that is depending on us. We love each other
because that makes us work better. We will never stop doing this because it
makes us feel good.

Judy will take over on October 1%, as the Chair of the Kansas Ringing Team.
I have really loved this volunteer job [dand I have especially enjoyed the
opportunity to meet so many of youldeven way out west in Dodge City! Thank
you for all of your support for the last Clyears. Hope to see you ALL at our
many events scheduled this year for our state!

Marilyn Lake ~ Kansas State Chair



