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The Handbell Association of Greater St. Louis is now ten years in existence providing 
quality workshops, reading sessions, and massed ringing to those in the surrounding 
area.  In addition to ringing events, we provide by request a Bell Boot Camp to meet 
the needs of individual ensembles at their place.  A clinician from our board donates 
their time to work with groups on specific repertoire and ringing techniques that are 
needed.  We do request a minimal contribution to cover some costs of providing this 
service.  Components that can be presented include:   
 

Basic Ringing and Damping Techniques 
Basic Music Reading and Terminology 
Deciphering Handbell Music Notation: 
Should I Ring, Swing, Echo, Mart, 
Thumb Damp or just Shake? 
History of Handbells 
Care of Handbells 
Performance Etiquette 
Four in Hand/Shelley Ringing 
Basics of Directing 
Less than Full Choir Techniques 
 

Our association aligns with the purposes of Area 8 and Handbell Musicians of America.  
Our events are endorsed events by HMA and for that association we are thankful. 
 
Saturday, August 17, 2019 

Handbell Reading Session from 8:30-noon at Ladue Chapel  
Presbyterian Church. 
Reading Session of Level 1-4 new issue pieces, with directors from the board 
leading. 
 
A unique part of the Reading Session was a Ringing Stuff Garage Sale.  Board 
members cleaned out their bell closets. Donated items from board members 
included a 4 octave set of Suzuki Handchimes, mallets, foam, music both single 
copies and multiple copies, and music stands.  It was a very successful fund 



raiser plus it helped other ringing groups to purchase music and equipment at 
garage sale prices. 
 

Saturday, February 29, 2020 
spRingfest 2020 is a one day festival held in even years and this year led by 
David Weck. 
Approximately 100 ringers attended this event held at Peace Lutheran Church. 
Repertoire was selected by the board in cooperation with David Weck and 
groups were to purchase and prepare before attending the festival.  Groups 
were very well prepared and David was able to “make music” with the massed 
ringing group. The day ended with a 3 pm sharing concert. 
 

Upcoming events that are planned include a virtual reading session posted on our 
website beginning August 1, 2020.  Thirty pieces of new music of a variety of levels 
and octaves have been selected with board members writing reviews of each piece.  A 
link will be provided to the publishers so that directors and ringers may listen to demo 
recordings of the pieces while reading the recommendations of our board members. 
Five of the pieces in the reading session will be the repertoire for the 2021 Bell-A-
Bration to be held at the end of February 2021. 
 
HAGSTL is on a two year rotation with large events: spRingfest which is held in even 
numbered years, and Bell-A-Bration which is a Sunday afternoon massed ring held at 
the end of February in odd numbered years.  Bell-A-Bration with repertoire selected by 
the board is also conducted by the board members. 
 
The board is also developing plans for classes, teaching specific techniques for treble 
bells and for bass bells.  Date and time for such classes is pending. 
 
The fiscal year of HAGSTL is from September 1 to August 31.  We are approaching the 
time to select new board members and the election of officers.  Our board meets 
between 8 and 10 times per year.   
 
Board members and officers include: 
Dolan Bayless, Chair 
Yvonne Sullivan, Secretary 
Rick Burk, Treasurer 
Sherry Boland 
Burnell Hackman 

Dr. Cathy Benton 
Nancy Helmich 
Julie Binder 
Jill Kirk 
Jim Threlkeld 

 
I am very pleased to work with these board members to bring about educational and ringing 
activities to the greater St. Louis area. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dolan Bayless, Chair 


