
Area 8 Biennial Meeting, June 19, 2020 
Beth Ann Edwards, Area 8 Chair 
 
 
Thank you to all Area 8 members who are invested in promoting the art of handbell ringing. Your 
membership in this organization is important, and it is noticed! Membership in Handbell Musicians of 
America is a visible sign that we are dedicated to furthering our art now and laying the groundwork for future 
handbell musicians.  Our mission tells us who we are individually and corporately: Handbell Musicians of 
America is dedicated to advancing the musical art of handbell/handchime ringing through education, 
community and communication. In addition, our vision gives us a framework and a goal: Uniting people to 
create a diverse community in which handbell musicians of all skill levels realize their full potential through a 
musically respected art form. The HMA Board of Directors packed a lot of meaning and expectations into 
those two sentences, and I believe that we in Area 8 live up to our mission and vision every time we ring, 
direct, plan, recruit, attend concerts, and mention handbells in conversation.    
 
Area 8 is special to me. I was born in Area 8 (St. Louis, Missouri) the same year that Handbell Musicians of 
America was founded. My love for ringing and directing here in the Heartland was meant to be! I can clearly 
thank Handbell Musicians of America for providing education and community-building events that supported 
my enthusiasm to be a part of this community. National and Area festivals and seminars have been filled with 
classes and ringing opportunities that raised my level of musicianship and gave me the desire to become a 
director. In fact, I love the art of handbell ringing so much, that in 2008 I pursued a graduate degree in church 
music, with an emphasis in handbells.  
 
My two years as Area 8 Chair have brought opportunities, challenges, and surprises. With the help of the 
Area 8 Executive Committee, our bimonthly newsletter, Quavers, was overhauled and redesigned. In 
addition, our website was redeveloped and hosting was transferred to Handbell Musicians of America. Wendi 
Levitt was instrumental in the website re-do, and I owe her my eternal gratitude. Please spend some time 
visiting the website and reading past issues of Quavers. State chairs have provided insightful articles and 
when they are available, concerts and workshops are listed for all who care to attend.  
 
Thank you to all who registered for the biennial Area 8 Festival, More Than Meets the Eye. The Board and 
Festival Committee were in the final stages of planning, and registration numbers were excellent when we 
were visited by a global pandemic and stay-at-home orders. With guidance from the Executive Committee, 
our event planner, and a Kansas City attorney, we were able to cancel the event with no financial obligation.  
 
Without reservation, the Area 8 Executive Committee, full board, and Festival committee are the best leaders 
with whom I have had the privilege to work and play. They are considerate, enthusiastic, supportive, time-
sensitive, hard-working, creative, funny, intelligent, talented, and more! The handbell community has 
widened my circle of friends in only the best way possible, and it all started right here in Area 8. Thank you all 
for your contributions to your local handbell choirs, Area 8, and Handbell Musicians of America. Thank you 
for supporting each other by attending handbell concerts and state and local events. Because of you, our 
future is bright! 
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